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The Florida Water Banded snake is
often confused with the Venomous
Florida Cottonmouth however,
differences can often be spotted
around the eyes, Florida Cottonmouth's %
have more narrow, “cat like” pupils h
where as the Water Banded has big,
round “bug like” eyes, additional
features such as banding on the jaw
can also make it easier to spot the
differences.
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Always watch where you place your
hands and feet, especially when
moving debris, firewood, rocks, or
yard clutter.

Wear thick gloves while gardening
or performing yard work.

If you encounter a snake, remain
calm, step away slowly, and allow
the snake space to move away on
its own.

When walking through wooded,
overgrown, or high-grass areas,
wear boots that extend at least 10
inches above the ankle for added
protection.

Be cautious around fallen trees,
branches, wood piles, and debris
where snakes may rest or sun
themselves.

Remember that a snake can strike
from a distance of up to half its
body length.
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Try to remember the snake’s color,
markings, and head shape from a
safe distance to assist medical
professionals with identification.
Keep the victim as calm and still as
possible to help slow the spread of
venom if the snake is venomous.
Seek immediate medical attention
or call 911 right away.

Do NOT cut the wound or attempt
to suck out venom.

Keep the affected area below heart
level if possible and cover the bite
with a clean, dry dressing until
medical help arrives.
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